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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



MISTAKES— BUT NOT OF MOSES. 
The November number of The North American Review contained an 
article from the pen of Col. R. G. Ingersoll, entitled " Ernest Renan," in 
which there is not a single quotation from the Bible that is correctly made. 
As a sample I submit the following : 

Ingersoll : " It is asserted by Christians that the Ten Commandments are the 
foundation of all law . . . and before that time the world was without knowl- 
edge of justice or mercy. . . ". Consequently before that time there had been 
proclaimed no law against the worship of other gods or idols. . . . Moses had 
been on the mountain talking with Jehovah . . . started down with the tables 
containing the ten commandments . . . heard music and dancing . . . saw 
the golden calf . . . got angry and broke the tables of stone and prepared to 
punish the Jews. , . . Remember that they knew nothing about this law and 
could not have known that it was wrong for them to worship idols, and yet Moses 
killed about thirty thousand of these people for having violated a law of which they 
had never heard; a law known to only one man and one God. Nothing could be 
more unjust, more ferocious than this." 
Turn to the Bible : 

Exodus xix, 3 : Moses goes up into the mountain. 

7—8 : Moses returns and tells the people what God had said and the people pledge 
to obey. 

9 : Moses goes to the mountain again. 

14 : Moses returns and tells the people what God said. 

19 : Moses talks with God in the presence of the people. 

20 : Moses goes back to the mountain. 

25 : Moses goes down and tells the people what God said. 

Exodus xx : MoBes in the mountain receives the Ten Commandments. 

Exodus xxi~xxii—xxiii : Moses in the mounta in receives all the laws for gov- 
erning the Israelites. 

Exodus xxiv, 3 .• "And Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord 
and all the judgments ; and all the people answered with one voice and said 
all the words which the Lord hath spoken will we do." 

i : " And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord." 

5—6 : A great feast prepared and a covenant entered into with God. 

7 : Moses reads to all the people what he had written, and all the people covenant 
to do all that the Lord had said. 

The people had now received the Ten Commandments and all the other 
laws given by God to Moses, and had pledged to obey. Let us proceed : 

Exodus xxiv, 12 : God calls Moses up into the mountain again. 

13 : Moses and Joshua go up into the mountain and remain there forty days and 
nights. In this interview God is giving Moses instructions as to how the Tabernacle 
shall be built, furnished etc., as well as ho w the priests shall be appointed. 

Exodus xxxi, 18 : " God gave to Moses two tables of testimony, tables of stone, 
written with the finger of God." 

Exodus xxxii, 1 : Aaron and the people fashion the golden calf. 
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15 : Moses and Joshua go down the mountain. 

19 : Moses breaks the tables of stone. 

28 : Moses killed about three thousand. 

Let us now condense the comparison : 

Ingersoll : " Moses killed about thirty thousand of these people for violating a 
law of which they had never beard; a law known to only one man and one God." 

The Bi ble : Moses killed about three thousand for deliberately rebelling against 
God, forgetting all his mercies, and violating the laws which had lately been given 
to them, and breaking a solemn covenant which they had taken within forty days. 
Moses simply applied a law which is repeated in the New Testament : " If we sin 
wilfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth a 
certain fearful expectation of judgment to come." 

Further comment is unnecessary. Colonel Ingersoll's other quotations 
are as false as the one we have here given. I would recommend him to 
" search the Scriptures." 

Charles W. Trickett. 



SCIENCE AND THE WOMAN'S QUESTION. 

The claim of equal rights for women has been attacked from various 
points of vantage. We have had the aesthetic argument, the religious 
argument, the philosophical argument, and the political argument. Yet all 
these are merely beatings about the bush— they do not touch the kernel of 
the subject. They are, moreover, as unworthy of reply as were the oppo- 
nents whom Frederick the Great meant when he uttered the apothegm in 
military tactics : " Never haggle with the enemy's light infantry." 

If there be any real enemy of woman's rights, as it is called, that enemy 
is certainly not aesthetics, not religion, not philosophy, not politics, but 
science; it is the scientific field alone from which the claim can be 
attacked, if at all. Is science, then, our enemy, and are we women to meet 
it forever with the cry of Ecrasez Vinfame ? I deny that we are in any such 
danger. I propose even to show that, instead of being hostile to the claim 
•which women make of equality with man, science is in its favor and has al- 
ready placed it, for those who look deeply enough, upon an impregnable 
basis. I approach the subject, moreover, not in the timid belief that our 
modern women have overstated their case, but in the conviction that they 
have not yet fully realized its overwhelming strength. 

It will be admitted, I think, that there is no inferiority in sex per se, and 
that least of all can such inferiority be laid at the door of the maternal func- 
tion. Biology teaches that sex is a differentiation in the interest of the species 
—an unlikeness wrought partly by and partly for those complementary func- 
tions on which the perpetuation of the kind in the higher organisms has come 
to depend. It is not that to the masculine sex superior tasks have been as- 
signed, and to the feminine inferior, but it is that there has been a division 
of functions simultaneously with structural differentiation for the perform- 
ance of those functions. So that if nature has withdrawn from woman 
those ruder capacities for active life that have been conferred upon man, 
she has en revanche given to the more delicate sex that function which is 
not exceeded in its importance by any capacity exercised by men, namely, 
the work ot bearing and rearing the new generation. 

If, then, sex means simply division of labor, and not subordination of 
man to woman, or of woman to man, whence came the disabilities under 
which women have suffered in the past, and how, if they are still to be the 



